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July Birthdays
2 Miguel LaCalle, Jr.
3 Sean Reid
5 Rosalie Cook, Phillip Warnick, Gina Miller
7 Carrie Villarreal
8 Abigail Akard, Kelly O’Conner, Camille Stafford,
Lauren Buchanan, Emily Presley
9  Alyssa Murphy, Sean Ruppe
10 Tanya Arriaza, Katherine Klawetter, Lisa Whitley,

Happy birthday =
and .

may God bless ®
you 5

this 6
coming year. | v

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

31

McKenzie Long

Jeremy Greer, Jacob Keller

Pete Postma, Michael Cassidy

Traci Foreman, Guy Miller

Duane Maddux, Malea Murphy

Paige Akard, Katie Calsyn

Pandora Hernandez, Natalie Stafford
Ashlyn Doremus, Matty Marsh

Rick Newton, Benjamin Skipworth
Charles Neri, Jim Tillson, Brooklyn Allen
Sarah Foury

Julia Meyers, Janet Sefcik

Sean McAdoo

Kevin Carney, Joe Fontaine

Jackson Clary, Carl Eckersley, Ross Parris
Colin Bowen, Michelle Cuellar

Betsy Allen, Nicole Ingebretsen

Sarah Wood

Teena White

Lea Bond, Howell Hubble, Kimberly Graham
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JUNE PARISH REPORT

May Visiting Families:
7 (6 from Bill Madden funeral)

May: Transferred Out: 2

Jerry & Chris Williams

St. Timothy’s Anglican Church
Spring, TX

May Deaths: 1
Gregory Thomas Center

May E-mail Address Changes: 1
Elaine Martin
MartinElaine258@gmail.com

To the St. Mary’s Family:

We are so blessed to be part of such a gener-
ous & loving church family. Thank you for
all the expressions of joy & congratulations
with which you have welcomed our new
baby. Also thank you for the support and
attention you showed to my mom and Corin
on the Sunday after baby Iella arrived. We
really appreciate all of the prayers for us,
and the prayer blankets for both kids, and
the rose, and the extremely helpful meals—
thank you, Sally Meisner and Christen
Sadler —and Page Vacek for coordinating.
We're so grateful, and you have been so
kind. Thank you! Baby lella will be coming
to church sometime soon! In advance of that
day, we would also like to express our ap-
preciation for the nursery workers & volun-
teers who make the nursery a safe, clean!,
happy place for babies. May God bless you
all for the good work you do for His littlest
sheep.

Most gratefully,

Rebecca, Sunjeen, Corin & lella Patel

Petal Pushers Ministry

My dear ones,

Thank you so much for the lovely birthday
flowers. That they were from the altar made
them very special to me.

Please know that what you do brings joy to
those who receive you gift.

With love & thanks, and hugs to Shelley for
coming all this way to bring the flowers.
Peace

Jenny Blocher

JULY PARISH REPORT

June Visiting Families: 3

June E-mail Address Changes: 2
Ken Monroig
kmon4958@mail.com

Lynn Moffett
lynnmoffett@comcast.net

Dear Beth+ and St. Mary’s friends,

Thank you for your gift of 2 bags of clothes.
Your generosity means so much to the chil-
dren in our care.

Thank you!

Elaine Petranele

Boys and Girls Country of Houston, Inc.

Dearest Beth+ & St. Mary’s Staff:

Your generous & compassionate response
to the grief, & needs that overwhelmed me
in losing my beloved Tom on 5-15, remain
anchored in my heart. Thank you for the
joy & the celebration of his life: the service,
support & singing were a salve to my ach-
ing heart & soul. Thank you Beth, for the
pastoral counsel & planning & to Diane for
the quality of print materials, the “Flower”
team & ushers, plus music, are the high-
light of my memories of those dark days.
Tom’s love for God, & for his friends &
family finds a home in your midst, & so
will I. Here’s a small donation of thanks.
Your sister in Christ, Kim Moore.

Dear Petal Pushers,

This has been such a challenging time: both
being in bed and waiting for the baby’s
arrival. The beautiful flowers, notes and the
time invested in this ministry are filled
with the love and prayers of the St. Mary’s
family. Thank you so much for bringing
these happy reminders of my church
friends and family. I love this ministry.
Many thanks, Kathleen (Staten)

Dear St. Mary's,

Thank you ever so much! (for the use of
one of your wheelchairs). We took 15
“wheelchaired” residents to the zoo and
had a great time.

Stevee Steely, Ainsley Court

Beth, I would like for you to pass this on to
the Prayer Blanket ministry so that they
know how important their work is.

Two weeks ago, one of my closest friends,
Tom Center, had an unexpected brain hem-
orrhage and lay in MD Anderson Hospital
in very critical condition. We all knew in
our heads that we was not going to be with
us much longer, but in our hearts we held
hope.

After a Saturday morning mowing session, I
asked Beth+ for a prayer blanket. We had
taken one to my mother in 2006 and it still
comforts her at 85 years old. I was hoping it
would bring comfort to my friend Tom. We
initially picked a blanket, but Beth and I did
not think it was “manly” enough. We found
a blue stripe blanket that we felt fit the bill.
As I was getting cleaned up, my friend
Laura came by to pick the prayer blanket up
and take to the hospital since I would be a
while. Laura knew a story that I did not:
Tom and his wife had discussions out of the
clear blue about how they would signal each
other that all is “OK” if one were to pass

on. Kim, his wife, told Tom he would see
the color yellow. Tom countered that Kim
would see butterflies. As Laura was placing
the blue blanket on Tom’s bed in ICU, she
folded back a corner. To her amazement,
the back side of the Prayer Blanket, which
Beth+ and I had never looked at, was full of
butterflies!!! Laura burst into tears and sum-
moned the family. While all broke down
and cried, it quickly became apparent that
Tom had sent us the message.....he was go-
ing to be with God and everything was go-
ing to be just fine.

I cannot tell you the peace this brought to
the family during such a shocking

time. Tom eventually passed away very
peacefully that night, but we all know the he
is safe. He sent the message himself!!

Tom’s funeral was held at St. Mary’s. Beth+

recanted the story to the congregation. It is
a very moving story and would not have
been made possible without the love,
thought, and time the Prayer Blanket minis-
try contributes. It is what make St. Mary’s
DNA so strong and loving. I can’t thank
you enough and my friends will always
have loving memories due to the tremen-

dous act of kindness this ministry provided.

- Billy Kimbrough
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Meredith Holt, Curate

I am passionate
about mission,
Christian formation,
building relationships
and promoting
reconciliation with our
neighbors around the
world and living into
our identity as
Christ’s body in
local communities.

Dear People of St. Mary’s,

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. It is
with tremendous excitement that I will join the St. Mary’s family on July 1st
as your newest Curate. I am grateful for the opportunity to meet some of
you this past March, and look forward to meeting you all in the coming
months. As we begin to get to know one another and build relationships, I
thought I would take this opportunity to share with you some about myself-
- where I'm from, what I've done and most especially why I'm excited about
ministry at St. Mary’s.

I grew up in College Station, TX in the community of St. Thomas Episcopal
Church. Before moving to Texas my family lived in Hawaii, where my fa-
ther was stationed and where my brother and sister-in-law are stationed
now. [ have always been passionate about the natural world and was an
avid backpacker and scuba diver. I graduated from Claremont McKenna
College in Claremont, CA with a Bachelor of Arts cum laude in cellular/
molecular neuroscience and religious studies. During college, I worked for
four years in the interfaith chaplaincy office and was part of the leadership
team of the only (multi-denominational) Christian fellowship on campus.
Through a grant I was able to teach biology for a summer in village in
Ghana and I studied environmental policy and tropical biology for a semes-
ter in Costa Rica and Nicaragua. Before seminary, I spent a summer on a
pilgrimage and travels through England and Scotland and worked with the
Episcopal Student Center at Texas A&M University to create a fair trade free
coffee and tea cafe and spirituality center.

This past May, I graduated from Virginia Theological Seminary with a Mas-
ters in Divinity cum laude. In the course of seminary studies, I have been
particularly passionate about the subjects of mission (word & deed, global
and local) and Biblical Studies. I continue to have a passion for the global
church and my grant-funded seminary travels took me to work and study
as a seminarian in the Dominican Republic as well as Israel, Palestine and
Jordan. Last summer, I taught several courses at Msalato Theological Col-
lege in Dodoma, Tanzania. For the past two years, I served as a seminarian
at Trinity Episcopal Church, Manassas, VA where I taught numerous
courses and focused on preaching. I moved back to Texas and to Cypress at
the beginning of the summer and was ordained to the Deaconate on Satur-
day, June 19th at the Cathedral in Houston.

I am passionate about mission, Christian formation, building relationships
and promoting reconciliation with our neighbors around the world and liv-
ing into our identity as Christ’s body in local communities. I hope to pro-
claim authentically in word, deed and presence God’s extravagant love for
the whole world in the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and to
promote, through example, a glimpse of life lived in the kingdom of God. I
am excited to partner with each and every one of you, especially the youth,
in the mission and vision of St. Mary’s.
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Meredith and fellow new deacons

Youth beach trip, Dominican Republic,

January 2008

A Gogo village welcoming party

Tanzania summer 2009

Old City Jerusalem
January 2009

(photo credit Carol Barnwell)
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St. Mary's Episcopal Church
15415 North Eldridge Parkway
Cypress, TX 77429-2005

Office: 281-370-8000

FAX: 281-251-3707

Email: admin@stmaryscypress.org
WWww.stmaryscypress.org

Office Hours
Monday — Thursday
8:30 am - 4:30 pm
Friday

8:30 am — Noon

Weekly Service Schedule
Monday - Saturday
9:00am  Morning Prayer
6:30 pm  Evening Prayer

Sunday Service Schedule
7:00am  Morning Prayer
8:00am  Holy Eucharist

9:00 am  Christian Education
10:30 am Holy Eucharist and

Children’s Liturgy
5:30 pm  Holy Eucharist and
Healing
Nursery provided from

7:45 am-12:15 pm

The Reverend Beth J. Fain, Rector
The Reverend Meredith Holt, Asst. Rector
The Venerable Russ Oechsel, Deacon
Diane Mihalik, Admin. Assistant
Janet Ash, Parish Secretary

Celeste Booker, Music Director

Kelly Wallis, Organist

Sharon Davis, Staff Assistant

Beccy Smith,

Director of Family Ministers

Cindy Wingfield,

Lay Ministry Coordinator

If you wish to be removed from our mailing
list; or wish to receive a mailed copy of The
Messenger call 281-370-8000 or email
admin@stmaryscypress.org.

Mark Your Calendars

Parish Potluck Breakfast | July 4 | 9:00 AM
Brave Sir Took Concert | July 9 | 7:00 PM
Hurricane Ike Response | July 10 | 7:00 AM
Eldercare Patriotic Picnic | July 13 | 10:00 AM
Date Night & Kid’s Fun Night | July 16 | 6:30 PM
Beccy’s Last Sunday | July 25 | Potluck Lunch at Noon

St. Mary's Episcopal Church
15415 North Eldridge Parkway
Cypress, TX 77429-2005
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